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Jennifer Hennessey is the ocean policy lead for Washington State’s coastal program at the 
Washington Department of Ecology. In this role, she analyzes policies and coordinates a team of 
state agencies focused on improving ocean and coastal management for Washington’s Pacific 
Coast. She also assists the Governor’s office in coordinating with coastal tribes on ocean policy 
issues, in implementing the West Coast Governors Alliance and by serving as staff for the 
Washington Coastal Marine Advisory Council. Ms. Hennessey is currently lead coordinator for 
the state’s marine spatial planning effort on Washington’s Pacific Coast. She has authored 
reports on ocean policy and has participated in a variety of state, regional and national work 
groups and partnerships across a range of ocean and coastal policy issues, such as regional ocean 
governance, renewable energy, regional sediment management, seafloor mapping, and climate 
change. Ms. Hennessey holds a M.S. in marine resource management from Oregon State 
University and a B.A. in biology-environmental studies from Whitman College. 

 

 


